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Visual Review

A visual is a text that uses images to convey information and meaning. Visuals do not necessarily use WORDS to send messages, but they often use other elements not found in “regular” texts to create emotion, send a message, entertain or amuse the audience or make them think. 

Some types of visuals are: comic, cartoon, poster, advertisement, painting, photograph, collage, film, --- basically any text that requires the audience to see it in order to understand the meaning.

Like other texts, visuals are created purposefully, with an intended theme or message, an intended audience, a desired tone, and a certain mood or atmosphere. They may also use elements of conflict, irony, character, --- all the things that we usually associate with stories or poems. 

Look at the image above!

The focal point of this image is the banjo – if you took the banjo out of the picture, the meaning and purpose would change. The banjo is also the thing that the artist wants you to focus on, that's why it's called the focal point. Generally speaking, the focal point will be the most important part of the image – the audience (you) is meant to focus on it!

A theme  or main idea of this visual could be: music is very powerful. Why, you ask? Well, let's take a look:

on the banjo (which we've already said was the focal point – the most important part of the image), we see:
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the words read: “THIS MACHINE SURROUNDS HATE AND FORCES IT TO SURRENDER”

So, how does this = music is powerful? 

Well, the artist is saying that the machine, a banjo, a musical instrument, is powerful enough to force hatred to surrender. Hatred is”killed” by music. Think of all the songs you know that centre around the idea of peace (ex: “Where is the Love?” - Black Eyed Peas, “21 Guns” – Green Day, “Jesus Walks” – Kanye West, “Square Dance” – Eminem, “Worldwide Suicide” – Pearl Jam – etc., etc., etc.,) the messages in these songs are aimed at promoting peace and ridding the world of violence and hatred. If a single banjo is enough of a “machine” to help kill hatred, it's a pretty powerful weapon, indeed!

Another possible theme for the visual could be that:

“To stop hatred in the world, we don't need more weapons, we need more music” 

Can you explain why this could be a theme based on the visual?

**********************************************************************************

(A Short Note About Answers)

A lot of students struggle with English because a lot of the time, the answers are open to your own interpretation and perspective. THERE ARE WRONG ANSWERS IN ENGLISH! My best advice to any student is YOU NEED TO BACK UP WHAT YOU SAY!! 

If you can't find at least TWO pieces of evidence in a visual, story, poem – whatever, to support your ideas, then you should probably think your answer through a little further!

***********************************************************************************

Let's look at the visual again:

There is an atmosphere  being created in the visual. When you are asked to identify atmosphere the first question you should ask yourself is “How does this make me feel?” or “How does the artist want me to feel when I see this?”

In this image, the atmosphere is powerful or strong. The artist wants to empower the audience and make them feel strong. Some clues to identifying the atmosphere:

· the man's strong arms – big muscles usually mean strength and power

· the words “surround” “forces” and “surrender” are all powerful words. It takes strength to surround another person and force them to surrender (try it for yourself!) :) 

· the use of black and white, instead of colour in the visual also sends a strong message: like the image, fighting about hatred is a “black and white” issue – you are either against hatred, or you are okay with it – choose a side!

· the word “Herkules” is on the man's coveralls. Hercules is a Greek hero who was famous for – you guessed it! His strength! Can't see the word?! – here it is up close:
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There is a definite tone in this visual. When you are asked to identify tone, the first question you should ask yourself is “How does the artist who made this visual feel about what they are saying?” This type of question is a little harder to answer. You have to put yourself in the author's shoes: How would I have to be feeling to make an image like this? (You should already have a list of tone vocabulary words – if you don't, please see me.)

does the artist feel happy? Sad? Angry? Bored? Neutral (no feelings), embarrassed? Lonely? Silly? Why or why not? 

I would say that the tone of this visual is serious. Do you think that this is a good tone? Why or why not?

Is there conflict in the “banjo” visual? Probably not – it would be hard to argue that there is evidence of a struggle between two people (interpersonal conflict) a struggle the man is having in his own mind (internal conflict) or a struggle the man is having with the outside world or environment (external conflict). This is not a good visual to illustrate conflict. But this one is:

[image: image4.emf]
How does this visual show conflict? Which type is used?

Some other questions we could ask about the “Banjo” image are:

· Suggest a title for this image. Support your ideas with references to the text

· What is the theme or message of this visual? Support with references to the text.

· What is the tone of this visual? Support with references to a visual element as well as a textual element. 

Can you come up with your own question? What would you ask students to do with this visual?

MAKE SURE YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR IDEAS!!

Poetry Review

A lot of my students dislike poetry for the very reasons why I think poetry is cool: poetry is about the way words sound, it's about feelings and images, and poets get to break all the rules of grammar and punctuation (don't like capital letters? Don't use 'em!)

A poem is a text that uses words and language to convey information, meaning, and emotion. Good poems help the reader feel what the poet is feeling or see what the poet is seeing. There are many different types of poem – how many can you name off the top of your head?

Like other texts, poems are created purposefully, with an intended or implied theme or  message, an intended audience, use of imagery, and (probably most importantly) a certain mood or atmosphere. They may also use elements of conflict and irony. 

Poems also rely heavily on figurative and literal meaning. Sometimes, a poet seems to be saying two things at the same time. The literal meaning is exactly what the words say on the page. The figurative meaning is what the author might actually be saying on another level.

An example: 

If I say that I am a total chicken when it comes to heights, I am literally saying that I, your amazing teacher, am a chicken – a small, flightless bird who lives on a farm and lays eggs. I am figuratively saying that I do not like heights, and I would rather not climb that radio tower with you, thank you very much. 

Question: If your mom says “Get out of my hair, I'm busy!” What is she literally saying? What is she figuratively saying?

Another important element of poetry is diction. Diction is the author's word choice. If we believe that poems are created with purpose, that poets take time to edit and revise their poems, that they rewrite them until they are satisfied – we must understand that every word of a poem was chosen for a reason. We'll talk a little about that in a minute. First, let's have a look at an example:

“Erosion” 

It took the sea a thousand years,
A thousand years to trace
The granite features of this cliff,
In crag and scarp and base

It took the sea an hour one night,
An hour of storm to place
The sculpture of these granite seams
Upon a woman's face.







 E.J. Pratt


Let's look at literal and figurative meaning:

Literally, the poem is saying that it took a thousand years for the sea to carve lines into the face of cliffs on the shoreline. It took a storm one hour one night to carve the same type of lines into a woman's face.

(loses some of the magic, doesn't it?)

Figuratively, the poem is different. Did the storm actually carve lines into a woman's face? If not, where did the lines come from? I think that the second stanza of the poem is saying that in one hour one night, a great storm struck, and this woman, who was at home waiting for her husband or son to come home from the water  – her life changed forever when they were killed by the storm at sea. In one night she went from a normal woman, to a woman whose grief and pain and sorrow show in the deep worry lines on her face. 

This is my own figurative interpretation of the poem – could there be another one?

There is evidence of diction or word choice in this poem as well. The author chose words like trace/base and place/face because they rhyme. He also most likely chose words like “sea” (why not use ocean?) “storm” (why not use “gale”?) “seams” (why not use “lines”?) etc., etc., etc., most likely because of the “s” sound present in the words. This is a technique known as consonance, or the repetition of similar consonant (non-vowel) sounds in words. 

What other words in the poem contribute to consonance?

There is a theme in this poem, as well. Remember, theme is the main idea or message in a text. If I asked you “what is this poem about?”, what would you say? 

I would argue that the theme of this poem s that the nature is powerful. I say this because in the first stanza, we see that the sea is so powerful that, over time, it was able to break up and scar the rocks on the shoreline. Even though it is just water, over time it was strong enough to break up one of the hardest things in nature – solid rock. In the second stanza, we see that nature, in this case a storm at sea,  managed to do the same thing it did to the rocks to a woman. In one hour, the storm changed the woman's face from (we assume) smooth, to lined, creased, and worried. How it did this is unclear, but the idea that a storm could change a woman's life is not farfetched – especially when we compare it to the first stanza – was there someone on that same sea during that storm? Did they make it home? Why did the woman's face change? We'll never know the whole story, but the beauty of poetry is that the answers are often up to you.

Could there be another theme in this poem? What might it be?

This poem relies on imagery, as well. There are two main images here: in stanza 1, we see the cliffs and rocks, and the way that the sea has eroded them. In stanza 2, we see these same lines and pits, this time carved in a woman's face. These two images help us understand what the poem is trying to say (see: theme above!)

There is atmosphere in this poem as well. Again, ask yourself “How does this make me feel? What words or images in this poem make me feel this way?” Does it make you feel happy? Sad? Angry? Insignificant – do any of these feelings apply to this poem? Which ones? Why?

Tone is important in this poem, as well. How is the speaker saying the things he is saying? How does he feel about the sea and erosion? I would argue that the tone of this poem is neutral, that is, it is emotionless. This is a tone! In the poem, the poet is simply reporting what he sees and what has happened. Do you get any sense of how he feels about the woman or what happened to her? How about  his feelings towards the sea? Does he like it ? Hate it? Love it? --- none of the words used in the poem (the diction) indicate emotion – therefore, the tone of the poem is emotionless. Not all poems are like this, sometimes how the speaker feels is VERY obvious in the words s/he is using.

There is conflict in this poem. In this case, the most obvious one is external conflict (character vs. environment). The woman is struggling with the storm – we see this because her face becomes lined from worry and sadness after a storm one night – she has certainly lost the struggle! Other people might argue that there is internal conflict (character vs. self) in the poem as well. The fact that the woman's face changed as a result of a storm shows that she was probably dealing with some very hard, significant, life-changing emotions. This storm changed her life, probably not for the best. 

***********************************************************************************

A short note about “Significance”

When you are being tested on texts, you will most likely be asked to “explain the significance” of some element (such as title, character, conflict, rhyme, metaphor, simile, irony – on and on and on –

When you are asked to explain significance, simply 

tell why that element is important and what it adds or contributes to the text.

If the author took that title, character, conflict, rhyme, metaphor, simile, irony – whatever – out of the text, what would be lost? What does that element bring to the text? Why is it there?

***********************************************************************************

Some questions we could ask about “Erosion”

· What is the significance of the title? Support your ideas with references to the text.

· What is the theme or main idea of this poem? Support with references to the text.

· What is the figurative meaning of the poem? Support with references to the text.

· Explain how the author's diction (word choice) contributes to the atmosphere of the poem. Support with references to the text. 

· Can you come up with your own question? What would you ask students to do with this visual?

