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Introduction 
 
The purpose of the English 3201 Exam Specifications (Revised 2012) is to delineate the criteria by which 
students of English 3201 will be assessed on the English 3201 Public Exam. These criteria reflect the 
examinable outcomes of the English 3201 curriculum as outlined in English Language Arts 3201 - 
Curriculum Guide (2003). 
 
This document is a revision of the English 3201 Examination Specifications (Revised Sept. 2006) and will 
take effect for all English 3201 Public Exams beginning in June 2013.  

Exam Format 
 
The English 3201 Public Exam is worth a total of 100 marks. The Exam includes 3 sections and is designed 
to be completed in 3 hours. However, as with all three hour public exams, students may take up to 30 
additional minutes to finish. 
 

Section A – Sight Passages (70 marks) 
 

The Sight Passages Section consists of a number of texts: visual, prose, poetry, and other excerpts 
from contemporary media. The prose piece may include an excerpt from drama or a longer work, 
and may be fiction or non-fiction. Students will be required to complete selected and constructed 
response questions. There will be a total of 34 selected response questions and 6 constructed 
response questions. 

  

Visual Literacy – Media Strategies (9 marks) (GCO 4) 

 
This sub-section is designed to assess students’ ability to read, and view with 
understanding, media texts, as well as their understanding of media terms and strategies. 
It will consist of a visual, 3 selected response questions (3 marks), and 1 constructed 
response question (6 marks).  

 
 

Students are cautioned that while there may be media strategies beyond those listed in 
this document (see Appendix A: Examinable Terms), reference to such strategies in a 
response may require particular justification.  

 

Visual Literacy – Artistic (6 marks) (GCO 4) 

 
This sub-section is designed to assess students’ ability to read, and view with 
understanding visual texts, as well as their understanding of the use of visual forms and 
elements. It will consist of a visual and 1 constructed response question (6 marks).  

 
Students are encouraged to pay particular attention to the visual forms and elements as 
delineated in Appendix A: Examinable Terms at the end of this document. 

Prose Literacy – (25 marks) (GCO 7) 

 
This sub-section is designed to assess students’ ability to respond critically to a range of 
texts, applying their understanding of language, form, and genre. It will consist of a prose 
excerpt, 13 selected response questions (13 marks), and 2 constructed response 
questions (12 marks).  

 

Poetic Literacy – (20 marks) (GCO 6 and GCO 7) 

 
This sub-section is designed to assess students’ ability to respond personally and critically 
to poetic texts. It will consist of a poem, 8 selected response questions (8 marks), and 2 
constructed response questions (12 marks).  

 

Contemporary Media Deconstruction – (10 marks) (GCO 4) 

 
This sub-section is designed to assess students’ ability to read, and view with 
understanding, a range of information and visuals texts from contemporary media. It will 
consist of 2 or 3 texts and 10 selected response questions (10 marks).  The application of 
visual and media literacy terms can be used to assess higher-order thinking. 
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Section B – Comparative Study (20 marks) (GC0 10) 
 

This section is designed to assess students’ ability to use a range of strategies to develop effective 
writing and to enhance their clarity, precision, and effectiveness.  Students will be required to write 
one well-developed, multi-paragraph essay comparing either: 
 

• aspects of one prescribed longer play to one of the prescribed texts from the English 3201 
reading list provided on the exam, or 
 

• aspects of two of the prescribed texts from the English 3201 reading list provided on the 
exam.  

 
Students will be instructed on the exam as to which option is to be used.  
 
Topics may address universal themes, characterization, or literary elements such as those listed in 
Appendix A.  An effort should be made to emphasize the comparative nature of this essay. 
Comparison requires a demonstration of similarities. Discussion of differences, if applicable, should 
be limited to those of particular significance. Students may use side by side or block method of 
writing.  
 
The following categories will be assessed through a holistic rubric: content, style (voice, sentence 
fluency, and diction), mechanics, and organization.  

 

Section C – Personal Response (10 marks) (GC0 8) 
 
This section is designed to assess students’ ability to use writing to explore, clarify, and reflect on 
their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and learning; and to use their imaginations. 
 
It consists of a prompt.  Students will choose one of the following forms to compose an original 
essay: description, narration, or exposition. 
 
The following categories will be assessed through a holistic rubric: organization/mechanics 
(sentence construction), style (voice, diction), and content. 
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Appendix A – Examinable Terms 
Note: Although each term is written once, many terms can be used under several headings (i.e. theme is 
both a literary and visual term). 
 

Literary Terms 

allegory 
alliteration 
allusion 
analogy 
anecdote 
antagonist 
apostrophe  
assonance 
atmosphere  
cacophony 
character/characterization 
climax  
complication 
conflict 
connotation 
consonance 
denotation 
diction 
dominant impression 
epiphany 
eulogy  
euphony 
extended metaphor 
fable 
figurative language 
flash fiction 
flashback 
foil 
foreshadowing 
genre 
hyperbole 
imagery 
irony – dramatic 
irony – situational 
irony – verbal 
juxtaposition 
literal meaning 
lyrics 
memoir 
metaphor 
monologue 
mood 
motif 
myth 
narrator 
onomatopoeia 
oxymoron 
parable 
paradox 
parody 
personification  
poetic form – ballad 
poetic form – elegy 
poetic form – epic 
poetic form – free verse 
poetic form – lyric  
poetic form – narrative  
poetic form – ode  
poetic form – sonnet 
point of view – first person 
point of view – second person 
point of view – third person limited 
point of view – third person omniscient 
protagonist 
proverb 
pun 
purpose 
refrain 
sarcasm  
satire 
setting 
simile 
speaker 
stanza 
stereotype 
suspense 
symbolism 
thematic statement 
thematic topic 

Language Terms 

audience  
bias 
cliché 
coherence – parallel structure / parallelism 
coherence – pronoun reference 
coherence – repetition (key words and phrases) 
coherence – transitions  
comparison 
composition 
context 
contrast 
emphatic device –  listing (numerical order, bullets, sequencing) 
emphatic device – font (bold, unusual capitalization, italics, underline) 
emphatic device – punctuation (colon, dash, exclamation mark, ellipsis, brackets) 
emphatic device – repetition, parallel structure 
emphatic device – sentence fragments 
emphatic device – short sentences 
essay development – argumentation / persuasion 
essay development – cause and effect 
essay development – classification and division 
essay development – compare and contrast 
essay development – definition 
essay development – description 
essay development – examples and illustration 
essay development – exposition 
essay development – narration 
essay development – process analysis 
journal 
language style –  jargon 
language style – colloquial 
language style – dialect 
language style – euphemisms 
language style – formal  
language style – informal  
language style – slang  
paraphrase 
rhetorical question 
transitions – logical  
transitions – oppositional 
transitions – spatial  
transitions – temporal/chronological  
unity – closing by return 
unity – repetition (key words and phrases) 
unity – thesis (statement) 
unity – topic sentence 
voice 
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Literary Terms (continued) 

theme 
title (significance) 
tone 

 
Dramatic Terms 

act  
action 
aside 
chorus  
comic relief (comedy) 
dialogue 
motivation  
prologue  
scene  
screenplay 
script 
soliloquy 
stage directions  
stereotype 
tragedy (tragic hero) 

 

Media Literacy Terms 

advertisement 
agenda 
bias 
blog 
brochure 
caption 
commercial 
deconstruct 
demographic 
endorsement 
format 
form 
headline 
icon 
image 
intent 
lead 
logo 
mass media 
media 
medium 
message 
motive 
poster 
product 
product placement 
propaganda 
dialogue bubbles / speech balloons 
strategies – bandwagon 
strategies – cartoon/cute characters 
strategies – celebrity endorsement 
strategies – emotional appeal 
strategies – facts and figures 
strategies – gender / sex appeal  
strategies – name calling 
strategies – plain folks 
strategies – shock appeal 
strategies – snob appeal 
strategies – testimonials 
subliminal message  
subtext 
target audience 
web page 
whitespace 
 
 
 
 

Visual Terms 

element – angle  
element – asymmetry 
element – background  
element – balance 
element – colour 
element – composition 
element – contrast 
element – dominant image 
element – focal point 
element – focus (in or out) 
element – font  
element – foreground  
element – frame 
element – lighting  
element – line 
element – panel 
element – perspective 
element – proportion 
element – scale 
element – shadow 
element – symbol 
element – symmetry 
form – caricature 
form – collage 
form – comic strip 
form – editorial cartoon 
form – graphics 
form – photo essay 
form – poster  
form – print 
form – storyboard 
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Appendix B - Description of Cognitive Levels 
 
 

Process Skills 

 

Activities 

 

 
Level 1 

 

 
Knowledge:  

 
Recall or Location of Information 
 
 

 
define, demonstrate, label, list, locate, match, 
memorize, name, observe, recall, recognize, record, 
remember, repeat, select, show, state, tell, underline 
 

 
Comprehension:  

 
Understanding of Information 
 

 
change, explain, infer, interpret, paraphrase, 
predict, restate, retell, review, summarize, transform 
 

 
Level 2 

 

 
Application:  

 
Use of Facts and Rules 
 

 
apply, classify, collect, complete, construct, 
demonstrate, dramatize, group, illustrate, operate, 
organize, practise, solve, use 
 

 
Analysis:  

 
Separation of Whole into Parts 
 

 
associate, combine, compare, contrast, debate, 
diagram, dissect, divide, draw, experiment, fill in, find 
patterns, inspect, outline, question, select, separate, 
solve, test, take apart 
 

 
Level 3 

 

 
Synthesis:  

 
Combination of Ideas to Form a New Whole 
 

 
add to, alter, assemble, assume, classify, categorize, 
compose, connect, construct, create, design, extend, 
hypothesize, modify, plan, predict, rename, 
reorganize, translate, write 
 

 
Evaluation:  

 
Development of Opinions, Judgments, or Decisions 
 

 
appraise, assess, choose, compare, contrast, 
critique, estimate, evaluate, judge, justify, prioritize, 
rate, revise, support with details or facts, value 
 

 
 
 


