The Stone Angel

Quotes and Study Guide

Chapter 8

(page 216) “Why not, since no one's here to inform me i'm a fool”

Hagar has been completely removed from society. There is no one here to see her, no one to look at her, no one to judge her here. She is free to come to terms with what has happened to her and what she has caused. Placing the insect shells in her hair is symbolic: It is her crown of thorns.

(page 217) “A bird in the house means a death in the house” “ I hardly know what I am doing . . . I'd gladly kill it but I can't bring myself to go near enough”

The incident with the seagull is very significant in many ways. First, it echoes Hagar's lack of courage that day at the dump, when Lottie had to kill the dying chicks. We see Hagar's cowardice. But we also begin to see the reasons behind some of her actions. Hagar fears freedom, symbolized by the gull.  Also, the incident with the gull parallels what we will soon see about what happened with John. Hagar didn't mean to injure or cause the death of the gull, just as she didn't mean to injure John. She simply wanted to get rid of the gull just as she wanted to get rid of Arlene. Hagar's actions caused great suffering. Yet we still see that she doesn't want to take responsibility for what she has done. It's also interesting to note the struggle the seagull goes through as it dies – the gull is a lot like Hagar – not willing to give up on life easily, fighting death until the last minute. There is freedom in Hagar, it's buried under layers and layers of dirt.

(page 218) “Doris. . . not giving a care whether I live or die”

Hagar's blindness/stubbornness again. She thinks that Marvin and Doris don't care about her, that they wouldn't care that she ran away. This couldn't be further from the truth.

(page 222) “a jug of red wine . . .soda biscuits”

The scene with Lees is cathartic and healing for Hagar. He begins their time together by offering her red wine and cracker – a symbolic church sacrament. After drinking wine and eating the host in church (the blood and body of christ)  the soul is cleansed and you are forgiven for your sins. The wine that Lees offers Hagar symbolically begins the healing process. 

(page 224) “How you see a thing – it depends on which side of the fence you're on”

Another Hagar quote where she doesn't seem to apply the things that she says to herself. Does Hagar really see this? Does she really believe it? Has she learned it? Or is she simply saying it in order to appease Lees?

(page 227) “Fancy spending your life worrying about what people were thinking. She must have had a rather weak character” 

Irony – Hagar has spent her entire life worrying about what people thought about her and what they said about her. Hagar doesn't understand herself, or she doesn't see this “weakness” in herself. We certainly can't say that Hagar was a weak character. Her strength and stubbornness are epic, they were just channeled incorrectly – used for evil and not for good.

(page 233 – 234) “He thinks he's discovered pain, like a new drug . . . I can think of only one thing to say with any meaning”

Hagar's blindness – Hagar nearly has a revelation here, but just as it dawns on her, it dissipates and is gone. Perhaps Hagar's psyche is saving her from realizing what she has done to her family as a means of protecting herself in her dying moments. What would realizing what she has done do, at this point in her life, other than make her death painful and make her full of regret and sorrow? It's just as well that Hagar doesn't realize what she has done. What she has done can't be undone.

(page 237) “'I want your happiness', I said. . . please try to understand”

Hagar talking with John. Illustrates Hagar's blindness. She's doing the exact opposite of what would make John happy. Arlene makes John happy, but Hagar is so concerned with Arlene's mother's reputation and her history that she can't bear the thought of her son and Arlene together. Hagar doesn't see that the Shipley's are the laughingstock family in Manawaka now, and not Lottie's family. 

(page 237) “i was – well, I was just about okay . . . They never played house at the Shipley place again”

This scene with John shows how wrong about him Hagar has been. John sees what Hagar does not – that Arlene has made him happy, has made him better. He also sees that Hagar has been wrong about Marvin all along. John tells Hagar these things outright, but she still refuses to listen or to see things his way.

(page 238) “He must have known I only did it for his sake”

Hagar must justify what she did  to John. Her blindness – she did it not for John's sake but for her own.

(page 238) “In a place where everyone knows everyone else. . . you have to avoid not only evil but the appearance of evil”

The core of Hagar's problems. This sums up exactly the problem with Hagar and the root cause of all her troubles. This is Andrew Currie's voice, his point of view, his legacy. The legacy that poisoned Hagar and her family.

(page 241) “she's quite all right – you rest”

Hagar redeeming herself a little here. She is able to do what she could not do for her brother – lie to him in order to comfort him in his dying moments.

(page 245) “Have I been saying it all out loud?”

Hagar has been telling this story to Lees. She didn't realize that she has been speaking out loud, but Lees has been listening, allowing her to confess her story, to admit her crimes and her role in the deaths of John and Arlene. This incident marks the climax. Hagar has purged her story, has told someone of her actions, and has been Forgiven. Lees eases Hagar's suffering by not blaming her, by forgiving her, by telling her that “these things happen”.  It is appropriate that Hagar is only able to confess these things to a complete stranger and not someone she has directly affected.

(page 247) “No, that's nonsense. . . Everything's quite okay”

Hagar asks John for forgiveness, she's trying to atone for the things that she did to him. She mistakes Lees for John and he is able to ease her suffering by pretending to be John and accepting her apology on John's behalf. We see that hagar is not nearly as blind as she pretends to be. She knows the role she has played in the ruination of her 'lost men'. She has come to terms with her guilt and has asked forgiveness. Now that Hagar has been 'forgiven' for the things she has done, she can die peacefully.
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