The Stone Angel

Quotes and Study Guide

Chapter 7

(page 186) “Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink . . . What albatross did I slay, for mercy's sake? Well well, we'll see – come on, old mariner, up and out of your smelly bunk and we'll see what can be found”

Allusion to Coleridge's “Rime of the Ancient Mariner”.  In the narrative poem, the Ancient Mariner shoots an albatross, a symbol of luck. This act causes the spirits to be enraged, the ship drifts. The crew runs out of drinking water and they force the mariner to wear the albatross around his neck. Eventually, the mariner learns to see the world differently, and all the pain he has caused is erased – all is forgiven --- an interesting parallel can be drawn to Hagar's predicament at this point. Is the albatross that has been hanging from her neck about to fall off?

(page 186) “I've always liked sparrows.” 

another possible reference to Bram. Bram was earlier associated with sparrows. Hagar's blindness – she can appreciate sparrows, but not their wild nature (embodied in Bram).

(page 188) “Stupid girl. She knows nothing. Why won't she praise him a little? She's so sharp with him. He'll become fed up in a minute”

Hagar's blindness again. She scolds the girl for doing exactly what she did with her own husband. Did she ever praise Bram when they were 'playing house'? How can Hagar criticise this young girl for doing the very thing that she has done all her life.

(page 189) “I'm left gaping after them, thinking for some reason that i've underestimated that girl. Or perhaps it was the boy i've underestimated.”

An interesting parallel between the 'old' Hagar's realization and what the 'young' Hagar should have realized. Who has she underestimated? The children on the beach or her own sons? This foreshadows what happens later with Hagar, John, and Arlene. Hagar completely underestimates her son as well as Arlene's love for him.

(page 191) “I grow enraged. I curse like Bram, summoning every blasphemy I can lay my hands on, screeching them into the quiet forest. Perhaps anger gives me strength.”

A moment of (literal) constipation, as well as (figurative) emotional constipation. Hagar finds strength from Bram, more specifically, from the very vulgar-ness that she so hated. We gain some more insight into her character and the false face that she put up for the sake of looking proper. Only once Hagar has been removed from society can she be free to be natural and earthy like Bram was. This is symbolized by her 'blasphemies' – done safely out of earshot of anyone proper, of course. But this blasphemy is cathartic – it not only allows Hagar to move her bowels, but also to begin her last realizations and her journey towards death.

(page 193) “No Cross No Crown”

The emblem on the embroidery that Hagar finds in Jess' attic. It means that if you do not carry a burden in life (the cross) you will not attain the crown (or the treasure of heaven) after death. Hagar has certainly lived by this motto. She viewed Bram as a cross to bear and not as a man to love.

(page 196)

In this section, John goes to Bram's daughter to learn about him – to learn the history that Hagar took from him when she chose to take him away from Manawaka. Jess notes that Bram “seemed tall” that he “used to joke a lot . . . he could get us all laughing” These are the things that attracted Hagar to Bram and they are the very things that she crushed in him. He reader gets a real sense of who Bram was – unclouded by Hagar's biased narration. John's response “Oh my god” shows us that he is shocked. He is grieving the man that he never knew. He is realizing what his mother did to his father, he is realizing what he has never known yet still lost – his father.

(page 199)

a few things: It's fitting that John and Arlene go to a dance – it parallels Hagar and Bram's story. Also, Hagar recognizes Bram's grin in John, but she doesn't make the connection between how similar the two men are. Hagar is still blind to the fact that John is like Bram and not like her. 

(page 201 – 202) “You'd not marry him . . . i'm here to tell you”

Hagar has not learned anything. She is still hung up on appearances. Even though John's status in society Is much lower than Arlene's, she still views Arlene as being Lottie's daughter (see quote, page 204 “and thought that if . . . laughed in their faces), and therefore, beneath contempt. A little self realization here (maybe?) Hagar tells Arlene that she will never change anyone (immediately after Arlene tells her that John has not been drinking as heavily lately!). But does hagar really believe this? Did she not spend decades trying to change Bram? Perhaps she has realized this too late.

(page 202) “i don't think you know the first thing about him”

Hagar's blindness – Arlene is very perceptive. Hagar believes she knows John when she doesn't know the first thing about him. Arlene sees this, but Hagar doesn't.

(page 211) “It's a mistake to marry hastily and then find out it's some kind of infatuation. I know that only too well. . . . I could afford to throw that crust now”

Hagar using her marriage as a weapon. Has she really learned anything? Or is she using this to drive Arlene and John apart? What, exactly,  does Hagar “know all too well”?  Hagar goes on (to p. 212) to wonder about what a marriage between John and Arlene would be like. We see that she has not realized anything ---  she is still obsessed with appearances. Her main concern is whether or not John would be on social assistance and whether or not their children would be beautiful and well dressed. Not once does she wonder about John and Lottie's happiness. Happiness is not important to Hagar. At this stage in her life, she is still concerned primarily with what people would see from the outside, and not the strength of the relationship on the inside.

(page 213) “Remember  those chicks that day at the dump ground . . . 'I don't remember that at all'”

This passage shows the difference between Hagar and Lottie. Hagar was impressed by Lottie's strength that day in the dump because Lottie had the strength and courage to do what none of the other girls could bear to do. Lottie does not remember the incident because it is simply one incident in a life marked with struggles and obstacles. Lottie has always had to be strong, Hagar has always been a coward.
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