The Stone Angel

Quotes and Study Guide

Chapter 6

(page162) “If   Bram were here, and intruders came, he’d make short work of them. He’d bawl at them in his bull’s voice and they’d go away. He’d curse and swear, and they’d go away all right. But he’s not here”
Hagar gaining some insight. She wishes for Bram. It’s fitting that she reflects on the one thing that she couldn’t stand about him – his loud voice and his vulgarity. Alone in the deserted house, Hagar begins to be visited by the ghosts of her past. It seems that even though she outwardly despised Bram’s uncouth nature, she secretly admired him for it and for his inner strength.
(page 164) “Every last one of them has gone away and left me. I never left them. It was the other way around. I swear it”
Hagar’s blindness – like a child she cannot admit to her own role in the alienation of her “lost men”. Hagar is emotionally arrested – she’s childlike and petulant. She cannot admit to herself that she left Bram or that her inability to reach out to her men was partially to blame for their departure.
(page 165) “You have so, if you’d only buckle down to work and not spend so much time trotting around with those so-called friends of yours. Not one of them is up to much, if you ask me”
This reflects back to a comment Hagar made earlier about how John should have gone to college. We see that Hagar was incorrect in her observation. Not only is John not college material, he has no desire for a higher education. We see Bram in John’s character here, in his wild friends and his defiance of Hagar’s wishes. We also see the shadow of Jason Currie in Hagar’s suggestion that John could “pull himself up by his bootstraps” and get through college if he wanted to. Just as Hagar was defiant to her father’s wishes, John is defiant to Hagar’s.

(page 166) “It’s like sparrow tracks on snow”
Another example of Bram’s association with the natural world

(page 166) “Then I was furious, and frantic to know”
Some cracks show in Hagar’s façade. She is angry with her boy for withholding information about Bram from her, but she is frantic to hear about him. The audience can guess that Hagar cares for Bram and misses him more than she is willing to let on. Again, we are blinded by Hagar’s blindness and must fill in the missing pieces of the puzzle.

(page 167) “ I didn’t go with him to the station, of course”

Echoes of Jason Currie here, who did not go to see Hagar off when she left home. This is another example of how Hagar is like her father.

(page 167) “I’d be the last one to maintain that marriages . . . part by willing it so”
Hagar reflects on her ideas about marriage as a younger woman and how her opinion has changed. There is an irony here. She says that you can’t always part a man and wife by willing it so, but that is exactly what she did. She left Bram on her own free will. It was Hagar, and not God, who willed the relationship apart. 
(page 168) “And so I went. I can’t explain it. I never could and I can’t now. I went, that’s all. It was its own reason”
The audience can ascertain what Hagar does not tell us straight out – that she returns to Manawaka not for some unknown reason, but because she misses Bram and wants to see him. She has tried to escape him, but has found that she cannot. There is no mystery here for the audience – only for Hagar herself.

(page 168) “The Russian thistle flourished . . . nothing was the same at all”
The natural world vs. the world of society. When Hagar returns she sees Manawaka in the grips of the Great Depression – a time in history when society completely fell apart. There were no classes in Manawaka because everyone was equally poor. Thus, it is not surprising that the “uncivilized” world of disorder and chaos has encroached on the ordered world of artificial appearances. The thistles serve as a message to Hagar that the society that once so completely and uttterlfy controlled her every thought has completely collapsed. Her pride and vanity were for nothing.  

(page 169) “My marigolds were a dead loss. . . dry sheepfoot and thistle”
The life that Hagar so desperately wanted to cultivate, the life of perfect outward appearances and propriety has crumbled. This is symbolized by the marigolds in her garden. The unnatural world of society has been replaced by the natural world of Bram and those like them. It is interesting that Hagar refers to the remaining Marigolds as being “wizened” – as if these Marigolds had learned something and were able to adapt to the world that surrounded them in order to survive – to do the one thing that Hagar herself had not been able to do. It is also fitting that the marigolds, which Hagar had planted as an attempt at vanity, had become deformed (in a way) and that their appearance (just like Hagar’s physical appearance) had been altered by the world around them. 
(page 170) “In my mind I saw the Brampton Shipley I’d married, a black beard, a bony face, a way of lifting his shoulders to show he didn’t give a hoot for anyone”
Wishful thinking --- Hagar hopes she will return to the man she left. She believes that her absence has not left a mark on him because she doesn’t understand how deeply Bram actually cared for her. She is blind to his love for her, as she is blind for her own love and attraction for him. She pictures the Bram she fell in love with.
(page 171) “Welcome to your castle”
The scene with John upon returning to Manawaka really blurs the lines between John and Bram’s characters. We see John, in Bram’s clothes, assuming Bram’s voice and character. He is sarcastically welcoming Hagar to her “castle” a dilapidated old home that is falling down around them.  John is speaking to Hagar in a way that Bram no longer can. 
(page 171) “All you need in this world is a little ingenuity”
Just as John assumed the voice of his father, he assumes the voice of his mother. His talk of ingenuity, of pulling ones elf up by the bootstraps is said to Hagar in mockery. The ingenuity he is speaking of, of course, is his ability to produce homemade alcohol from berries and vegetable scraps. He is showing the ingenuity that Jason (and Hagar) would have been proud of, but in a manner that would deeply shame them both.
(page 171) “The broadness of him was gone”
One of the features that attracted Hagar to Bram was his broad, masculine shoulders. When she sees him upon her return to Manawaka, the first thing she notices is how this has changes. He is no longer the man she was. Her departure completely ruined everything about Bram that she had loved.
(page 172) “And I, more than anything, was doubly shamed recalling how I’d thought of him at night these past years”
Hagar’s blindness – Rather than be ashamed at herself for causing Bram’s demise (in part!),  Hagar recoils at what Bram has become. She feels ashamed that she has missed him for so long. We see that Hagar’s desire for Bram’s presence was not an isolated incident (as she would have us believe in the previous chapter), but an ongoing and consistent want. She is ashamed of herself for feeling desire for the shell of the man who lies before her, blind, of course, to the fact that had she not left, he would not be the man that he has become. 

(page 172)”He didn’t know me. He didn’t speak my name. He didn’t say a word. He merely gazed a moment at me, blinked, and looked away”
Bram’s alcoholism has robbed him of everything. He doesn’t recognize Hagar. We don’t know what impact this had on Hagar --- she doesn’t really tell us how she felt about the fact that Bram did not recognize her. 
(page 172) “That Hagar . . . Think I should of?”
In his delirium, Bram speaks of Hagar. He asks if he should have whipped her, shown her his strength, shown her that she was as stong as he was. We see that Bram regrets some of his actions during the course of the relationship, namely, the fact that he let Hagar go without fighting.
(page 173) “I couldn’t speak for the salt that filled my throat and for anger – not at anyone, at God, perhaps, for giving us eyes, but almost never sight”
Sight and Blindness – Just as the sculptor did not give the angel eyes to see, Hagar is angry with god for not giving her sight. In this moment she realizes how Bram felt about her leaving. Previously, she said that he didn’t care that she left. Now she understands that that was not the case at all. She realizes that she is to blame for what happened to Bram, and possibly, what happened to their marriage.  
(page 173)e hHe di “The woman I reminded him of was his fat and cow-like first wife”
Rather than be happy, Hagar is angry because of Bram’s mistake. She doesn’t see or find any comfort in the fact that Bram recognizes her as someone who made him happy.
(page 174) “You’re not a bit like him”

“That’s where you’re wrong” John said.
Hagar’s blindness – even if John wore a shirt that said “BRAM JR” Hagar would still not see that he is not like her at all. She has clung to her belief for all of John’s life. She cannot come to terms with the fact that John was her favoured son because he embodied everything about Bram that she fell in love with and could not admit to herself she loved. John understands this, though. He sees what Hagar does not. 
(page 176) “’Good riddance to bad rubbish, if you ask me’ . . . buffalo robe to wrap around your legs”
The contrast between what Hagar saw and what John saw. When she learns of Charlie Bean’s death, Hagar’s conditioned, knee-jerk reaction is to criticize him because he was of a lower social class than the one Hagar was born in to. Even after losing everything, doing a complete 180, Hagar cannot escape the conditioning of her upbringing. She is blind to Charlie’s goodness and his kindness simply because of his last name. We get a glimpse of understanding here. The old Hagar seems to admit that her response was automatic. John attempts to make Hagar see that Charlie was a kind man. He shows us that he knew of his mother’s blindness at a young age – he knew that Hagar would never allow him to be seen with Charlie, no matter what.
(page 177) “Gainsay who Dare”
The family motto appears here again, but sarcastically. Hagar is realizing that the values that her clan had embodied were artificial, unattainable; that they were the very source of her downfall. John does not recognize the family motto because he never cared to learn it, despite Hagar’s attempts to teach him.
(page 178) “The marble angel lay toppled over on her face, among the peonies, and the black ants scurried the white stone ringlets of her hair. Beside me, John laughed”
The angel – the central symbol of the book – has toppled, just as everything that the Currie’s once stood for has toppled.  She has been vandalized and ridiculed, just as the Shipley (‘Shitley’) family name has been desecrated in Manawaka. Oh, how the mighty have fallen! John’s act of vandalism shows the rage and hatred he feels for what the Currie pride has done to his family. He can laugh now because by toppling the angel, he has set himself free from her disapproving gaze and from everything she represents. The angel that was once a symbol of perfect appearances has been made ugly, just as the Currie pride has made his offspring ugly and deformed.
(page 179) “I never could bear that statue. I’d have been glad enough to leave her. Now I wish I had. But at the time it was impossible”
Old Hagar reflect on the angel and ironically says that she could never bear it, yet she stood for everything the angel represented. The old Hagar wishes she could have left it (some sight, perhaps?) but can we take her at her word? The reason why she insists on putting the angel back on her base is not out of love or devotion to her parents, but simply because Lottie and the others may judge her based on the appearance of the angel. Hagar’s life away from Manawaka has not changed her in the least.
(page 181) “I wanted to ask him, then . . . you never knew”
Hagar’s relationship with Marvin – This is another instance where one question may have changed everything. Hagar realizes that she knows nothing about the son who went to war. Just as Marvin was interested in her stories but let unfulfilled, so must Hagar’s interest remained unfulfilled simply because she is too proud to ask.
(page 182) “In the night, once only . . . for the way the years had turned”
Bram calls for Hagar as he is dying and she goes to him, knowing it is too late for them to be together in anyway. As he is dying, Hagar realizes that she wishes she could say she was sorry to Bram for what she had done to him, knowing full well that it was much too late for any apology. Her pride prevents her from doing anything for him. She simply watches him and feels angry and disgusted – she can only think about the traits he had that made her angry. Such a sad scene. 
(page 184) “I had his family name carved, so the stone said Currie on the one side and Shipley on the other.  I don’t know why I did it. I felt I had to”
Hagar doesn’t understand what motivated her to bury Bram in the Currie plot or engrave the Shipley name on the angel. The audience can only guess her reasons, perhaps Hagar is blind to the love she actually felt for Bram. Perhaps she realizes that there really was no difference between the two families, despite their difference in social status. Either way, Bram’s memory is permanently etched alongside the Currie name. Only in death is Bram treated as an equal.
(page 184) “They’re only different sides of the same coin, anyway, he and the Curries. They might as well be together there”

Again, in typical Bram fashion, John sees what Hagar does not. He understands that the only difference between the two families was the divisions created in the minds of Jason Currie and Hagar. John realizes that death is the leveling factor – the Curries and the Shipleys could never be together and at peace while Bram and Jason were alive, only in death are they truly equal.
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