The Stone Angel

Quotes and Study Guide

Chapter 2
(page 43) “I was Pharaoh’s daughter reluctantly returning . . . to the hill where his monument stood, more dear to him, I believe than the brood mare who lay beneath because she’d proved no match for his stud”
It’s interesting to note that Hagar refers to her father as being a Pharaoh here. He is the one who has lorded himself over his family for their entire lives.  Hagar refers to the stone angel once more. She notes that it was not a monument to her mother, but to her father (like the pyramids were monuments to the pharaohs).  Hagar also notes that her mother’s death was not nearly as important to Jason as marking her grave. People could look at the grave and know how powerful and rich Jason was. Hagar also reflects on her mother’s weakness, which proved no match for Jason’s might.
(page 44) “Anyway, no daughter of mine is going out there alone. You’ll not teach, miss.”
This illustrates Jason’s focus on outward appearances, an attitude that Hagar herself has inherited. Jason doesn’t want Hagar to teach because it might reflect poorly on his status, wealth, and power.

(page 45) “. . . I reveled in his fingernails with crescents of earth that never met a file. I fancied I heard in his laughter the bravery of battalions. I thought he looked like a bearded Indian, so brown and beaked a face. The black hair thrusting from his chin was rough as thistles. The next instant, though, I imagined him rigged out in a suit of gray soft as a dove’s breast-feathers”
Hagar is attracted to Bram because he is the antithesis of Jason. He is natural, earthy, and weed-like where her father is stern and maintained like an artificial garden. Hagar is attracted to his freedom, his masculinity. It is interesting to note that he is associated with nature (beak-like, Indian, rough as thistles). It is interesting to note that her initial description of who Bram is is juxtaposed with her image of him as a changed man. She is attracted to the very things she wishes to weed out of him (like a tended garden). Hagar believes she can make Bram acceptable to society.

(page 46) “I’d seen him sometimes in the store. He was always laughing. God knows why he had cause to laugh, left to bring up two girls alone”
Hagar is also attracted to Bram’s sense of humour, something that mortifies her later on. She eventually stifles his laughter in her attempts to passively-aggressively change him and make him more acceptable to the society that she came from.
(page 47) “’Common as dirt, as everyone knows’ . . . ‘and he’s been seen with half-breed girls’”
Hagar’ stubbornness – she marries Bram to spite society (represented by Lottie’s comment). Hagar rebels against society, but she can’t escape it. She marries Bram for who he is, but attempt to change him into something that he is not.
(page 49) “ . . . It was that plaid shawl that Dan couldn’t be parted from when he was knee-high to a grasshopper”
Matt attempts to send this to Hagar as a wedding gift, but Hagar is unsure whether he means it as an insult, a reminder of her weakness, or as an honest, thoughtful gift.  It is too late, Matt is dead by the time Doll tells her this story. 
(page 50)  “I. . . [was] certain that Father would soften and yield, when he saw how Brampton Shipley prospered, gentled, learned cravats and grammar”
Again, Hagar wishes to change Bram into someone who could be accepted by her society. She wants to rub her father’s face in Bram’s cultivated civility. Bram, of course, will not be changed. It is interesting to note that Hagar focuses on Bram’s grammar as something she will change. Hagar is forever carping on those around her for the way they speak. To her, poor grammar is a sign of low class.
(page 51) “ Bram handed me a cut-glass decanter with a silver top.  . . . Then he laughed and set it down and came close to me”
Bram tries to show Hagar that he loves her. In his own gruff way, he presents her with a gift that is most likely something he bought despite having very little money. The decanter acts as a symbol of their relationship. Bram doesn’t understand that Hagar is so materialistic and concerned with appearances, and Hagar doesn’t understand that accepting the gift graciously would have meant a lot to him. She casts the decanter aside (just like she casts the ‘real’ Bram aside) because it is not fine and expensive. It is at this moment that Bram realizes who Hagar really is – he laughs at his realization because it has come too late.
(page 55) “’Gracious, Mr. Troy stayed longer than I thought”
Hagar’s blindness – Doris remarks that the minister has stayed longer than anticipated. This seems to suggest that Hagar has been rambling on about her past to him for quite a while.

(page 58) “. . . guides me as though I were stone blind”
Hagar’s blindness – reference to the ‘doubly blind’ stone angel. Hagar’s vision might be fine, but her ability to see is seriously lacking.
(page 59) “I used to wonder what she’d been like, that docile woman, and wonder at her weakness and my awful strength”
Hagar thinks about her mother’s weakness. She views herself as being strong, especially since it was she who caused her mother to die. Hagar’s view of herself is starkly different than the Hagar we see when we read between the lines. If Hagar were nearly as strong as she believes herself to be would she have been so concerned about the opinions of society? Would she have been able to comfort Dan is his last hours? Would she have had such a tragic life?
(page 62) “I almost felt that way myself, to tell the truth, only with me it was even more. I almost felt as though Marvin weren’t my son”
Hagar’s blindness – she can’t see that not only is Marvin her son, he is a lot like her in a lot of ways.
(page 63) “ A certain sum went to pay for the care of the family plot, in perpetuity, so his soul need never peer down from the elegant halls of eternity and be offended by cowslips spawning on his grave”
This illustrates Jason’s concern for outward appearances. Even after death, he wants everything to appear perfect. This, despite the fact that two sons have died, his daughter has been disowned, and his grandchildren are unknown.  What did Jason leave behind that was worth keeping up appearances over?
(page 64) “Not so much Marvin, for he was a Shipley through and through. John was the one who should have gone to college”
Hagar’s blindness – She fails to see that Marvin is most like her and that John was Bram’s son through-and-through. She doesn’t understand that the qualities that make John her favourite son are the very qualities that first attracted her to Bram. 
(page 69) “I have no picture of Brampton Shipley, my husband. . . . when we were first married”
Hagar’s insight – she regrets not having a picture of her husband. She realizes that he was a handsome man, a good man, and that she did not treat him as she should have. She has nothing left of Bram only her memories
(page 70) “I could have been proud, going to town or church with him, if only he’d never opened his mouth”
Hagar admits that Bram was a handsome man, but she was too afraid of what people might think about him to be seen with him.
(page 71) “’This here! That there! . . . or your old man might think”
Bram doesn’t care about what people think of him. He is exactly the opposite of Hagar in this way.  She is mortified by the way he speaks because it sounds low class. His carefree spirit – which initially attracted her to him, has become something she is ashamed of.
(page 72) “. . . small soft hands – how disgusting in a man”
Bram’s hands were rough and dirty and she was ashamed of him, yet if Bram had been more ‘civil’, he may have had a white collar job and the kind of hands that Hagar finds disgusting. Hagar wanted the best of both worlds and, as a result,  never had either.
(page 74) “how is it I never knew about those sheets? How could I not have noticed?”
Hagar’s blindness – in her old age, Hagar does not realize that she is incontinent. She doesn’t see this weakness in herself, nor does she see how hard Doris and Marvin work for her.
(page 76) / (page 77) “it has been so long since I have dealt with that kind of thing” / “ Marvin goes. . . non-existent womanhood”
Hagar reveals how hard Marvin and Doris work to take care of her.  She is blind to the fact that they have been working so hard to keep her happy and at home. She doesn’t realize how much of a burden she is being to them. She wants to see herself as the independent woman she believed she was, and not the sick, old woman who now relies on others to take care of  her.

(page 79) “And yet - here’s the joker in the pack – we’d each married for those qualities we later found we couldn’t bear, he for my manners and speech, I for his flouting of them”
Hagar the old has some insight into their relationship. She understands that both she and Bram married for the wrong reasons; that they had both hoped to change one another. 
(page 80) “It was true. He never did, not once. I was Hagar to him, and if he were alive, I’d be Hagar to him yet”
Bram respected Hagar. He saw her as an equal, and not as someone above or below him.  Hagar, of course, did not respect Bram in the same way.
(page 81) “His banner over me was his own skin, and now I no longer know why it should have shamed me.”
Hagar realizes that her attraction to Bram was physical. She loved his body and his physicality. She could never admit to it when she was younger because that would have been a shameful thing to admit in her society – that she was attracted to such a rough and unrefined man. Now the older Hagar reflects on her relationship and realizes that she has no idea why she was so ashamed of her feelings toward Bram.
(page 81) “It was not so long after we wed, when I first felt my blood and vitals rise to meet his . . . I prided myself on keeping my pride intact, like some maidenhead.”

Hagar reflects on the first time she felt sexually aroused and attracted to Bram. She wanted to make love to him, but could never bring herself to tell him. This epitomizes the complications in their relationship --- Hagar was too proud to admit that she actually wanted Bram for who he was and what he was. She viewed telling Bram of her secret desires as a form of weakness and she feared appearing vulnerable, wanting, and powerless, to him. This is such a sad anecdote in a few ways. What might have happened if Hagar had just once let her guard down and told Bram how she really felt?
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