The Stone Angel

Quotes and Study Guide

Chapter 10

(Page 282) “The world is even smaller now. It's shrinking so quickly. The next room will be the smallest of all.”

Hagar may be blind to a lot of things, but she is not blind to her own mortality. She understands that she is dying and accepts that fact gracefully. The only thing that she hasn't truly accepted is her role in the demise of her 'lost men’.
(Page 284 – 285) “What keeps him? He could surely say something. It wouldn't hurt him, just to say a word. Hagar. He was the only one who ever called me by my name. It wouldn't hurt him to speak. It's not so much to ask”

Hagar is nearing death and wishing for Bram. She wishes that she could hear him speak. He was the only one who really respected her – in the beginning. She is waiting for Bram to come to her and take her into death.

(Page 292) HAGAR'S EPIPHANY!!!! “Every good joy I might have held, in my man or in any child of mine or even in the plain light of morning, of walking the earth, all were forced to a standstill by some brake of proper appearances – oh, proper to whom? When did I ever speak the heart's truth? Pride was my wilderness, and the demon that led me there was fear. I was alone, never anything else, and never free, for I carried my chains with m, and they spread out from me and shackled all I touched. Oh, my two, my dead. Dead by your own hands or by mine? Nothing can take away those years”

Finally, Hagar sees herself, sees her life, and sees the things that she has caused in the life of her men and her own life. She understands finally that all her pride and concern for appearances have led to nothing, have come to nothing. Hagar realizes that she was very much at fault for much of the sorrow in her life. She realizes that she has never been true to her feelings, herself, or to her family. She finally sees what she has been blind to all along. This is spurred by Troy's song. The fact that Troy could sing for her so freely has set Hagar free from the shackles that have held her entire life.  She realizes that she can't have that time back, that regretting her actions will get her nowhere. Just as Hagar is ready to die, her pride has died, and she has laid the past to rest.

(Page 304) “The dead don't bear a grudge nor seek a blessing. The dead don't rest uneasy. Only the living. Marvin, looking at me from anxious, elderly eyes, believes me. It doesn't occur to him that a person in my place would ever lie”

One of Hagar's last actions is to reconcile with Marvin. She wants him to understand that she understands what role she has played in the lives of her men. She has also realized that she needn't feel guilt or shame for the deaths of John and Bram. She understands that they are dead, that they cannot harm her, that they cannot blame her for what she has done, just as she will have no need to blame herself for her actions once she dies. 

(Page 305) “Someday she'll topple entirely, and no one will bother to set her upright again”

Return to the angel at the end of the book-- bookends the novel (which started with the angel). No one will fix the angel because no one will be left who cares about appearances or what the angel represented – “proper-ness” and “outward appearance of perfection”. Hagar's death will be the death of this kind of thinking.

(Page 306) “This here's the Currie-Shipley stone . . . That was as it should be”

Closure in the novel. Everything is as it should be. Bram and the Shipleys are now equal in death. Andrew Currie is resting as an equal with his son in law. Death is the great leveler. In death there are no pretenses, no outward appearances to worry about. As Hagar said before – the dead don't rest uneasily.  

(Page 308)  Hagar's death: It's important to note that Hagar fights to the very end
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