ENGLISH 3201

Comparative Study Preparation
SAMPLE PROMPT:

Characters in literature often create conflict for themselves and bring about their own downfall/demise. With reference to TWO major works studied so far this year, explain how a major character brings about conflict for themselves due to their own actions and behavior. Use specific references from both works. 

STEP 1- PRE-WRITING

Key points to remember before beginning to write:
· Carefully read prompt to make sure you know what is being asked (i.e. novel and play? Two novels? Any two works at all?)
· Decide which major works work best for the item. 

· Highlight key words/phrases that are important to consider in answering item (see prompt above).Be sure these words/phrases are present throughout essay. 

· Take some quick jot notes and develop a brief outline on the works you plan to explore. 
Jot Notes/Outline
Work #1- “Antigone”
Major Character to explore- CREON

ACTIONS
· his decision not to bury Polynices
· punishing Antigone although she did right in Gods’ eyes

· Not listening to advice from four different people (Chorus, Haemon, Antigone, and Teiresias). Insulting prophet. 

· Threatened Sentry even though he was innocent. 
Conflict because of actions….
· Lost everything! (wife, son, niece, throne)

Work #2- CATCHER IN THE RYE
Major Character to explore- Holden
ACTIONS

· To isolate himself

· Being a hypocrite

· Irresponsible (School)

· Unwilling to listen to advice
· Irritable 

CONFLICT

· Pushes away those who can help him

· Flunks out of school

· Is emotionally scarred/troubled
STEP 2- WRITING

INTRODUCTION

· The intro for a comparative study need not be complicated. It should strive to accomplish THREE things: 
1. Introduce the subject of writing and engage the reader
2. Introduce the major works to be explored.

3. Provide a thesis which outlines what aspects of the two works you plan to explore in your essay. For example, the thesis for the above sample prompt would mention the two characters you plan to explore (Creon and Holden) and the decisions that led to their downfall. 
TASK #1

Write an introduction for the above comparative study prompt. Be sure to follow the steps just mentioned above. 
HINT: If you are having trouble starting your introduction and find it difficult to engage the reader simply take what is stated in the prompt and begin your introduction with that same sentence of two. 
BODY

When writing your body you have two choices to consider when organizing your information:

· Block Method- involves “blocking” your analysis of each work by focusing on one work in detail and then transitioning to the other work. This is the most common and “safest” means of organizing a comparative study. The outline below would be a good example of the block method
Par 1- Introduction

Par 2- commenting on some of Creon’s actions and behaviors
Par 3- commenting on how Creon’s actions and behaviors led to his downfall/demise

Par 4-commenting on Holden’s actions and behaviors. 

Par 5- commenting on how Holden’s actions and behaviors led to his emotional demise. 

Par 6- linking paragraph that connects what both characters had in common.  
Par. 7- Conclusion
Note: The above outline “blocked” the analysis of “Antigone” into two paragraphs and then “blocked” Catcher in the Rye into another two paragraphs. 
· Side by Side Method- this method involves “alternating” between the two major works that you are exploring.  This method of organizing requires seamless transition. The outline below is a sample outline for an essay that utilizes the side by side method:
Par 1- Introduction

Par 2- commenting on some of Creon’s actions and behaviors

Par 3- commenting on some of Holden’s actions and behaviors. 

Par 4- commenting on how Creon’s actions and behaviors led to his downfall/demise

Par 5- commenting on how Holden’s actions and behaviors led to his emotional demise. 

Par 6- linking paragraph that connects what both characters had in common.  

Par. 7- Conclusion

Some other considerations for body of the essay…

· Be sure to avoid plot summary by repeating the key words you identified in prompt.
· Include specific details from the two texts you are studying. Exact quotes and not always expected but specific details are. 
· Include some key transitional words and phrases that promote comparison (i.e. “Similarly”, “Likewise”, “Also”, etc.)
CONCLUSION

There is no need to over think the conclusion! A safe bet is to simply reword your introduction. BE SURE NOT INTRODUCE NEW IDEAS! Restate the key aspects covered in your body. DO NOT present a personal opinion on the works. 
