3201 Literary Terms to Know for Midterm:
FREE VERSE POETRY- poetry based on the natural rhythms of phrases and normal pauses rather than the artificial constraints of metrical feet. Free verse poetry does not require a set stanza pattern, use of rhythm, or set thyme scheme. 
IMAGERY-is the use of words/phrases that are intended to appeal to one or more of the reader’s five senses (sight, sound, touch taste, smell). 
· The most common sense appealed to through the use of imagery is sight. 
· The use imagery can be a very helpful and effective technique to evoke mood, describe/create setting, enhance overall impact of work etc. (Example: The sun glistened on a balmy July morning)
LITERAL MEANING- is exactly what is occurring in a particular text. One should consider the 5 W’s when evaluating the literal meaning of a text (Where is the poem set? Who is involved? What is going on?). One should not focus theme/deeper meaning when analyzing a text from a literally. 
FIGURATIVE MEANING- is the deeper more symbolic meaning explored in a text. Writers often use figurative language (personification, metaphors, and similes) to explore and develop figurative meaning. 
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE- is a type of language that varies from the norms of literal language, in which words mean exactly what they say. Also known as the "ornaments of language," figurative language does not mean exactly what it says, but instead forces the reader to make an imaginative leap in order to comprehend an author's point. It usually involves a comparison between two things that may not, at first, seem to relate to one another. Some common examples of figurative language include:

· Personification- the giving of life or lifelike characteristics to non-living things. (Example- “the stars danced in the night sky”)
· Metaphor- the comparison of two unlike things NOT using the words “like” or “as”. (Example- “It is the east, and Juliet is the sun”
· Simile- the comparison of two unlike things using the words “like” or “as.” (Example- “She is as busy as a bee.”)
THEME- the central observation about life or the human condition explored in a particular text. Theme is sometimes referred to as the message of the work. A literary work can have more than one theme. When stating a theme of a work, try to avoid using clichés, which are overused, “worn out” expressions that have little impact due to overuse (i.e. Don’t judge a book by its cover). Instead of stating clichés, try to state clear and concise thematic statements (i.e. Individuals need to be challenged in order to grow emotionally). 
TONE- is as writer’s attitude towards the subject explored in a particular text. Common words used to describe tone are “passionate”, “bitter”, “appreciative”, “serious”, “reflective”, etc. A writer’s tone can change within a work (i.e. humorous to light-hearted). 
RHYME- is the repetition of similar sounds at the end of phrases/lines in poetry. 
RHYME SCHEME- is the pattern of rhyme used in a poem, generally indicated by matching lowercase letters to show which lines rhyme. The letter "a" notes the first line, and all other lines rhyming with the first line. The first line that does not rhyme with the first, or "a" line, and all others that rhyme with this line, is noted by the letter "b", and so on.
RHYTHM- involves recurrences of stressed and unstressed syllables at equal intervals. Many poems sound pleasing to the ear because of the rhythm created. Poems with lines that have an equal number of syllables in them tend to have rhythm. 
ALLITERATION- is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of a word, to intensify the beat (i.e. “sweet smell of success”). 
ONOMATOPOEIA- the use of words/phrases that appeal to the reader’s sense of hearing. The sound of the word attempts to echo the sound it represents (i.e. “snarled”, “crunched”, “buzzed”).
REFRAIN- is a word/phrase/lines repeated at various intervals within a poem. Often a refrain occurs in the final line of the stanza. Most popular songs include refrains (chorus).
ASSONANCE- is the repetition of vowel sounds but not consonant sounds in a literary work (Example: "As asses are” or “same small calves” or “how now brown cow.” 
CONSONANCE- is the repetition of consonant sounds, not vowels, in a literary work (Example: “I’m very bad at volleyball”). 
LYRIC POETRY- short poem (usually no more than 50-60 lines, and often only a dozen lines long) written in a repeating stanzaic form, often designed to be set to music. Often, there is no chronology of events in the lyrics, but rather objects, situations, or the subject is written about in a "lyric moment." The poem “Funeral Blues” (handout) is an example of a lyric poem. 
BALLAD- is a longer poem which is usually organized into quatrains (four line stanzas) and tells a story. Common traits of the ballad are that (a) the beginning is often abrupt, (b) the story is told through dialogue and action (c) the language is simple or "folksy," (d) the theme is often tragic--though comic ballads do exist, and (e) the ballad contains a refrain repeated several times.

SONNET-a form of fixed lyric poetry. A sonnet always consists of 14 lines and follows a specific rhyme scheme and rhythm. The Elizabethan or Shakespearean sonnet consists of 14 lines (3 quatrains and a couplet), employs an abab, cdcd, efef, gg rhyme scheme, and uses a specific rhythmic pattern (iambic pentameter). 
MOOD-the overall feeling created/evoked in a text. Some common words to describe mood are: somber, melancholy, cheerful, sympathetic, suspenseful, etc. In literature, mood can be evoked in several ways (i.e. use of diction, imagery, subject matter, and/or setting). 
 ALLUSION- is a reference to a well-known person or event. Allusions can be historical, biblical, mythological or pop culture based. (Example: A pop song with the lyric “Romeo and Juliet/They never felt this way I bet” contains a literary allusion to the Shakespearean play Romeo and Juliet). 
APOSTROPHE- addressing a person or event/object that will not give a response back. It is a type of personification. For example, the children’s song “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” addresses directly a star. Also, the Christmas song “O Christmas Tree” addresses a tree. Neither the “star” nor “tree” are expected to respond. 
DENOTATION- is the dictionary meaning of a word. For example, the denotative meaning of the word “dove” would be “a small bird with a pointed tale.” It is the literal meaning of the word. 
CONOTATION- is the associated meanings that particular words have. For example, the word “dove” has connotations of peace, hope, etc. It moves beyond the literal. 
OXYMORON- is the placement of contradictory words/ideas next to each other (i.e. “jumbo shrimp”, “organized chaos”, “brawling love”). 
PUN- is a play on words wherein a word is used to convey two meanings at the same time. Puns are very common in advertising. (i.e. “Toucan dine for $12.99”). 
STANZA- is a major subdivision in a poem. There are various different stanza forms some of which include:
· Couplet- two line stanza
· Quatrain- four line stanza

· Sestet- six line stanza

· Octave- eight line stanza

SYMBOLISM- is a device in literature in which an object, place or character (s) represents an idea separate than their “literal” value. The use of symbolism is often linked with theme and deeper meaning in a particular text. A symbol in a particular work can often have multiple meanings. 
DICTION- is the choice of words used by writer. A writer’s diction will be heavily influenced by the audience and purpose of the writing. 
PURPOSE- the reason(s) why a writer chooses to write a particular text. Indeed, a writer may have more than one purpose in mind while in writing. One must carefully consider purpose before writing. Some common purposes in writing include:
· to entertain- writing can be entertaining in various ways (i.e. intriguing subject matter/story lines, use of enthralling language, use of humor, etc.)
· to inform- writing is often informative and can be intended to explain a particular subject to the reader (i.e. in class essays, research papers, newspaper articles, text books)
· to call to action- writing can aim to persuade the reader to take action on a particular topic (i.e. persuasive essays, editorials, etc.)
· to earn money- one can earn a good living writing!
COHERENCE- is the logical and intelligible organization in a piece of writing. It involves how a piece of writing flows from beginning to end and consistently makes sense to the reader. There are various techniques a writer can employ to achieve coherence:

· Parallel Structure (parallelism) - the repetition of similar grammatical forms used in a series (example: John swam, cycled, and ran his way to another gold medal.)
· Pronoun Reference- using a word in place of a noun. Common pronouns include it, him, her, us, etc. The use of pronouns is essential in coherent writing to avoid the monotonous and abnormal overuse of repeated nouns. Writing without pronouns would likely make little sense. 
· Repetition- by repeating key words and phrases related to the subject of the writing the author helps to emphasize their overall importance and relevance to the topic. This helps the reader make better sense of the writing as a whole. 
· Transitions- words or phrases that help move sentences or paragraphs smoothly from one idea to the next; some common transitions are “firstly”, “secondly”, “in addition”, “likewise”, “however”, “but”, etc. 
AUDIENCE- are the people for whom a particular text (poem, essay, poster, etc.) is intended for. Authors usually write/create with a certain audience in mind. An audience can often be categorized as “general” or “specific”. The term "audience" also applies to the people who gather to see or hear any performance, including plays or poetry readings, speeches, and concerts.

EMPHATIC DEVICES- techniques used to place emphasis on a particular word, phrase, idea and/or theme in a particular text. By using these devices, the reader should be able to more easily recognize their overall importance to the theme/message of the piece. Emphatic devices are also effective in achieving voice in a particular text.  Some common empathic devices include:

· Listing (numerical order, bullets, sequencing)
· Font (bold, unusual capitalization, italics, underline) 

· Punctuation (colon, dash, exclamation mark, brackets) - the colon (:) and dash (---) are often used to emphasize particular words/phrases within a sentence. They force the reader to pause. The exclamation mark (!) is usually used to convey emotional emphasis. 

· Repetition- repeating key words/phrases/ideas serves to emphasize their overall importance to the reader. 

· Parallel structure- the repetition of similar grammatical forms used in a series. For example, the passage below.

“Johnny would not enter. David would not enter. I would not enter. Nobody in their right mind would enter that old shed...”

The repetition of the phrase “would not enter” helps to emphasize the fact that the all involved are quite afraid to enter the shed in question. 

· Short sentences/sentence fragments- help to emphasize and individualize sentences and ideas so they do not get lost in a run on sentence. These sentences stand out to the reader. 
EXPOSITORY ESSAY- essay that systematically explanatory, and communicates information. It is often referred to as “textbook writing.” There are many different ways in which a writer can choose to develop an expository essay (i.e. cause/effect, comparison/contrast, classification/division, etc.).

NARRATIVE ESSAY- essay that provides an account of an event or experiences whether real or invented. Narrative essays are usually told from a defined point of view which is that of the author (first person “I”). These essays maybe include some narratives elements commonly associated with short stories or pure narratives (i.e. dialogue, suspense, character development, etc.). A narrative essay often reads like a personal essay which conveys a particular experience of the author and comes with a sense of purpose. It provides a commentary on some meaningful aspect of life. 
DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY- essay that attempts to describe and/or recreate a particular experience in extensive detail. Descriptive essays include extensive sensory images/detail to help aid in description. Writer often use “spatial” transitions in moving from “space” to “space” in their description.
PERSUASIVE ESSAY- essay that utilizes logic and reason to show that one idea is more legitimate than another idea. It attempts to persuade a reader to adopt a certain point of view or to take a particular action. The argument must always use sound reasoning and solid evidence by stating facts, giving logical reasons, using examples, and quoting experts.

