English 3201 - Language Terms
AUDIENCE- are the people for whom a particular text (poem, essay, poster, etc.) is intended for. Authors usually write/create with a certain audience in mind. An audience can often be categorized as “general” or “specific”. The term "audience" also applies to the people who gather to see or hear any performance, including plays or poetry readings, speeches, and concerts.
BIAS- is a preference or prejudice for or against a particular person of group of people. (Example: a reporter from Newfoundland who consistently writes positive articles about the province would demonstrate bias FOR Newfoundland. 
CLICHE- is an overused and unoriginal phrase that has lost meaning due to overuse. (Example: “The early bird gets the worm” or “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” Try to avoid using clichés when stating a theme for a particular text. 
COHERENCE- is the logical and intelligible organization in a piece of writing. It involves how a piece of writing flows from beginning to end and consistently makes sense to the reader. There are various techniques a writer can employ to achieve coherence:
· Parallel Structure (parallelism) - the repetition of similar grammatical forms used in a series (example: John swam, cycled, and ran his way to another gold medal.)
· Pronoun Reference- using a word in place of a noun. Common pronouns include it, him, her, us, etc. The use of pronouns is essential in coherent writing to avoid the monotonous and abnormal overuse of repeated nouns. Writing without pronouns would likely make little sense. 
· Repetition- by repeating key words and phrases related to the subject of the writing the author helps to emphasize their overall importance and relevance to the topic. This helps the reader make better sense of the writing as a whole. 
· Transitions- words or phrases that help move sentences or paragraphs smoothly from one idea to the next; some common transitions are “firstly”, “secondly”, “in addition”, “likewise”, “however”, “but”, etc. 
COMPARISON- is when two or more particular texts are compared and contrasted to examine similarities and differences between them. (Example: Romeo and Juliet are similar in that they are both Shakespearean plays but differ as one is a tragedy and the other is a comedy. 
COMPOSITION- is the bringing together of all aspects of a particular text; the structure, organization or total form of the text. (Example: A newspaper article can have various components including written text, photograph, headline, etc.) All aspects of a composition need to be considered carefully. 
CONTEXT- the part of a written (or spoken) statement which leads up to, follows, and specifies the meaning of that statement. The context of a group of words is nearly always very intimately connected as to throw light upon not only the meaning of individual words, but also the sense and purpose of an entire work.
CONTRAST- is to compare as to pointing out differences between two particular items. 

EMPHATIC DEVICES- techniques used to place emphasis on a particular word, phrase, idea and/or theme in a particular text. By using these devices, the reader should be able to more easily recognize their overall importance to the theme/message of the piece. Emphatic devices are also effective in achieving voice in a particular text.  Some common empathic devices include:
· Listing (numerical order, bullets, sequencing)
· Font (bold, unusual capitalization, italics, underline) 
· Punctuation (colon, dash, exclamation mark, brackets) - the colon (:) and dash (---) are often used to emphasize particular words/phrases within a sentence. They force the reader to pause. The exclamation mark (!) is usually used to convey emotional emphasis. 
· Repetition- repeating key words/phrases/ideas serves to emphasize their overall importance to the reader. 

· Parallel structure- the repetition of similar grammatical forms used in a series. For example, the passage below.
“Johnny would not enter. David would not enter. I would not enter. Nobody in their right mind would enter that old shed...”

The repetition of the phrase “would not enter” helps to emphasize the fact that the all involved are quite afraid to enter the shed in question. 
· Short sentences/sentence fragments- help to emphasize and individualize sentences and ideas so they do not get lost in a run on sentence. These sentences stand out to the reader. 
ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- ARGUMENTATION- Function is to show that your assertion (opinion, theory, and hypothesis) about some phenomenon or phenomena is correct or more truthful than others. Argumentative writing is the act of forming reasons, making inductions, drawing conclusions, and applying them to the case in discussion; the operation of inferring propositions, not known or admitted as true, from facts or principles known, admitted, or proved to be true. It clearly explains the process of your reasoning from the known or assumed to the unknown. Without doing this you do not have an argument, you have only an assertion, an essay that is just your unsubstantiated opinion. Notice that you do not have to completely prove your point; you only have to convince reasonable readers that your argument or position has merit.

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- PERSUASION- Utilizes logic and reason to show that one idea is more legitimate than another idea. It attempts to persuade a reader to adopt a certain point of view or to take a particular action. The argument must always use sound reasoning and solid evidence by stating facts, giving logical reasons, using examples, and quoting experts.

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- CAUSE & EFFECT- Explores and explains the causes and effects of certain events, conditions, or situations. 

· Supports explanations with specific evidence/details.

· Presents evidence in a well-organized, logical sequence. 

· NOTE: A good piece of cause/effect writing uses transitional words/phrases including as a result, therefore, because, etc. to make clear and coherent connections between causes and effects. 

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- CLASSIFICATION & DIVISION- Is an essay that sorts and arranges items, ideas, or topics into meaningful categories and explains them one by one. 

· This arrangement or “sorting” attempts to deal with the complexity of a subject by separating it into smaller, individual parts. For example, music can be “classified” into categories such as county, rap, and rock. Each category can be “divided” into specific songs within each category. 

· NOTE: To help you better grasp the concept of classification/division, think of a video store. They usually make sense to us as they are effective examples of classification and division. Classification: Horror. Division: “Saw”, “Friday the 13th.”

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- COMPARISON & CONTRAST- Explores the similarities and differences between two or more related items (i.e. literary texts, countries, etc.)

· Provides a thesis statement- a generalization in the introduction- about the differences/similarities to be explored in the remainder of the essay. 

· Reveals unexpected relationships between or among items. 

· Can be written for one or more of the following purposes: to inform, persuade, evaluate, or entertain. 

· Needs to be organized consistently and coherently, item by item and using transitions to clarify similarities and-or differences. 

· NOTE: This type of writing will be used when writing the Comparative Study essay on the English 3201 midterm and Public exam. Students are required to “compare” some aspect of TWO major texts studied. 

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- DEFINITION- This involves expository essay which concentrates on detailing the characteristics of a particular topic, item, situation, etc. 

· It may extend upon the basic definition by dealing with a topic’s qualities, purpose, history, etc. 

· Definition essay writing, like process analysis, are alike in that unfamiliar terms/ideas MUST be explained clearly for the reader. 

· An essay that explores how Creon, Oedipus, or Antigone fit the mould of a typical tragic hero would be a great example of this essay form

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- DESCRIPTION- writing that attempts to describe and/or recreate a particular experience in extensive detail. Descriptive essays include extensive sensory images/detail to help aid in description. Writer often use “spatial” transitions in moving from “space” to “space” in their description. Refer to the essay “On the Road to Berlin” in Echoes 12 as a great sample of descriptive writing. 

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- EXAMPLE & ILLUSTRATION- This method of development is very common in many types of essays and is used to support an idea, reinforce a contention, or clarify a particular topic. 

· The transitional phrase “For example” is likely to be found when utilizing this method of development. 

· Case Studies in any subject area such as Geography, History, or Biology are great instances of example and illustration. 

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- EXPOSITION- writing that systematically explanatory, and communicates information. It is often referred to as “textbook writing.” There are many different ways in which a writer can choose to develop an expository essay (i.e. cause/effect, comparison/contrast, classification/division, etc.).

ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- NARRATION- writing that provides an account of an event or experiences whether real or invented. Narrative essays are usually told from a defined point of view which is that of the author. These essays maybe include some narratives elements commonly associated with short stories or pure narratives (i.e. dialogue, suspense, character development, etc.). A narrative essay often reads like a personal essay which conveys a particular experience of the author and comes with a sense of purpose. It provides a commentary on some meaningful aspect of life. 
ESSAY DEVELOPMENT- PROCESS ANALYSIS- Presents information and gives direction on how “to do” something.

· Process refers to the way something is done or the way something happens. 

· Analysis of a process explains rather than specifically showing how. 
· NOTE: Effective process analysis relies heavily on effective transitioning. It is very important to include transitional devices to help    organize the steps involved

JOURNAL- A personal record of occurrences, experiences, and reflections kept on a regular basis; sometimes referred to as a diary.
STYLE- is a writer’s distinctive style of writing to suit his or her ideas and purpose in writing. Style involves “how” a writer writes and various aspects of writing such as diction, sentence structure/length, use of figurative language, etc. need to be considered when assessing style. Some of the key concepts associated with style include:
· Jargon- is language that is specific and specialized to a particular profession, occupation or other particular group. For example, there is various jargon used in an ice hockey dressing room that an outsider to the sport may not familiar with. A hockey stick may be called a “twig”, a helmet a “bucket”, an assist an “apple”, etc. 
· Colloquialism- informal words or phrases of conversational language that brings colour to everyday speech and a friendly, conversational tone to writing. Many are figures of speech are not meant to be taken seriously.
· Dialect- dialects are spoken by definable groups of people from a particular geographic region, economic group, or social class. Writers use dialect to contrast and express differences in educational, class, social, and regional backgrounds of their characters. For example, a person from Toronto and a person from Newfoundland may both speak English but their dialects may differ greatly. 
· Euphemism- a mild or indirect word or expression for one too harsh or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or embarrassing. For example, referring to a jail as “correctional facility” or saying “he was let go” instead of “he was fired.”
· Formal writing- writing that is very “polished”, pays close attention to the rules of proper English, and often ready for publication. Common examples of formal writing might include research paper, cover letters, resumes, etc. Rarely would formal writing include slang and colloquialisms. 
· Informal writing- writing that is more casual than formal writing and often sounds like it should be spoken. Common examples of informal writing might include emails to friends, text messages, blogs, etc. 
· Slang- nonstandard language particular to a time and often to a specific locale; acceptable in everyday speech, Slang should be avoided in formal contexts and, with few exceptions, in writing. Some common example of slang are referring to a car as “your ride”, or saying “my bad” when you make a mistake. 
PARAPHRASE- can also be known as summarizing, which means to express in a shorter, more concise form. When completing research, it is often important to paraphrase the research material you encounter to help better understand it and focus on the important parts related to your research task. 

RHETORICAL QUESTION- is a question intended to provoke thought, but not an expressed answer, in the reader. It is most commonly used in oratory and other persuasive genres.

Example: Bugs Bunny typically asks, "What’s up, doc?" He isn’t actually inquiring how you are; it is more of a greeting.

TRANSITIONS- In a piece of writing there are various ways to transition between ideas. Below are some of the common types of transitions:

· Logical- transitions related to the logical organization of ideas (i.e. “Firstly”, “In addition”, “Furthermore”). 

· Spatial- transitions related to movement of locations or “spaces” being described (i.e. “On the beach...”, “When entering the room...”, “On the wall...”). 

· Chronological- transitions related to the passage of time (i.e. “In the morning”, “As the day progressed”, “Three years later”). 
· Oppositional- transitions that introduce a counter argument (i.e. “However”, “On the other hand”, “Otherwise”). 
 UNITY- is the quality of “oneness” in a piece of writing in which all parts of the writing come together in a unified whole. There are FOUR techniques a writer can employ to achieve unity:
· Closing by return- is when the conclusion of the writing is very similar to or reiterates something from the beginning of the writing. This technique serves to unify the writing and bring it all together. 

· Repetition- repeating keys words/phrases related to the topic of the writing to stay focused on the subject. 
· Thesis statement- a statement in the introduction of an essay that outlines the major points/ideas to be covered. Referring back to aspects of the thesis throughout the essay will reinforce unit. 
· Topic sentence- the sentence in a paragraph that gives the main idea for the paragraph and sets the limits for the material that can be discussed. It is often, but not always, the first sentence of a paragraph because this helps the reader follow the writer's argument. When topic sentences relate to the thesis unity is achieved. 
VOICE- is the personality of the speaker or creator (writer) that is revealed in a work through such elements as style, tone, diction, etc. Voice is closely linked to the tone on a piece of writing. A journal entry is often very rich in voice. 
