The Stone Angel
Quotes and Study Guide
Chapter One

1.  (Page 3) “Above the town, on the hill brow, the stone angel used to sit. I wonder if she stands there yet, in memory of her who relinquished her feeble ghost as I gained my stubborn one, my mother’s angel that my father bought in pride to mark her bones and proclaim his dynasty, as he fancied, forever and a day”
This quote is an appropriate set up for the rest of the book. Hagar reflects on the stone angel that marks her mother’s grave, as well as the ‘dynasty’ of Jason Currie. Jason bought it as a representation of his wealth, but by the end of the book, we realize what has happened to Jason’s dynasty. Hagar notes that the angel “used” to sit there, alluding to John’s act of defiance later in the book. As Jason raised the stone as a tribute to himself (and not to the feeble woman buried there) John later symbolically destroys the dynasty, which has created such hatred and dissonance in his family. Jason’s legacy is two dead sons and Hagar, a woman so bound up in society’s opinion and  veneer  or outward appearances that she has destroyed everything that should have been important to her (her “lost men”). It is also important to note that Hagar contrasts herself with her mother. Her mother is ‘feeble’ while she is ‘stubborn’. This ironic as the Hagar who is speaking is now quite feeble.
2. (Page 3) “She was doubly blind, not only stone but unendowed with even the pretense of sight”
An important quote. Sight and vision (or lack of) is an important recurring theme in this novel. The stone angel is unable to see because she is made of stone and because her sculptor did not actually carve eyes for her. Hagar is also doubly blind in many ways. She does not see the impact her father’s aloofness has had on her and her family. She does not see the relationship she could have had with Bram or her sons or her father or her brothers. Later, she is blind to the fact that she has become an outcast in society, the very kind of person she once sneered at. The older Hagar, the narrator, cannot see how much Doris and Marvin have sacrificed for her. She can’t see that they love her because she doesn’t see how much of a burden she has become.  Her memory is failing. She often forgets where she is, what she is doing. She spends most of her time in the past and does not see what affect she is having on Marvin and Doris’ life. She doesn’t understand how poor her health has gotten. Most importantly, she doesn’t see what impact she has had on the lives of her “lost men”. She doesn’t see that Bram loved her, that she could have been quite happy with him, had she not been too concerned with outward appearances. She doesn’t see that Bram’s very nature – his wild ways, his earthiness, his laughter – the very things that attracted her to him – are the things she tried so hard to change about him. She is too stubborn to see that Marvin is like her in a lot of ways and that she favours John, not because he is like her, but because he embodies the very qualities that made her love Bram in the first place.
3. (page 4) “ . . . my father often told me that she had be brought from Italy at a terrible expense and was pure white marble. “
Hagar’s greatest influence was her father. Her need for approval from society, her desire to make sure that things looked good on the outside came from Jason’s desire to have the same outward appearance and acceptance. Jason bought the angel for his wife not because he loved her so dearly, but because he wanted everyone to see the angel and believe that he did love her.  The fact that Jason always mentions the expense of the monument and not the love for the woman interred there is a clue that the stone angel was a display not for his wife, but for the townsfolk to know that Jason Currie was a rich man.

4. (page 4) “The [other angels] were a lesser breed entirely, petty angels, cherubim with pouting stone mouths, one holding aloft a stone heart, another strumming in eternal silence upon a small stone string harp, and yet another point with ecstatic leer to an inscription”
Hagar sneers at the other angels in the cemetery, not because of the people they were purchased for, but because they are lesser than the one Jason bought for her mother. Hagar views those other monuments as “beneath” her simply because they cost less than her mother’s stone angel. Note that Hagar does not reflect on how the loved ones who purchased these angels actually felt about the deceased.
5.  (page 4)“When Regina died, from some obscure and maidenly disorder, the old disreputable lady rose from sick-smelling sheets and lived, much to the despair of her married sons, another full ten years” 
The situation of Regina Weese and her mother mirrors Hagar’s situation. Hagar admires the old woman because she is strong and stubborn. She sneers are Regina for being weak and dying (just like Hagar’s mother died from some weakness). Hagar’s prolonged life is a burden to Marvin, just like Regina’s mother’s life was a burden to her sons.
6. (page 5) “They were tough-rooted, these wild and gaudy flowers, and although they were held back at the cemetery’s edge . . . when the prairie bluffs were walked through only by Cree with enigmatic faces and greasy hair”
Laurence sets up a neat paradigm here – the ‘natural’ world of the wildflower (Bram’s world) and the ‘unnatural’ world of the tended garden (the appearance of society). The artificial flowers look nicer than the natural weeds, but they are fragile and would be overtaken by the weeds if they weren’t tended on. Hagar is caught up with appearances – she likes the peonies because they are beautiful on the outside. Yet, she admires the wildflowers because they are tough.  We see a duality here - Hagar despises weakness and appearing weak, yet she admires the planted flowers despite their weakness. She despises ugliness (or ugly outward appearances) yet admires the ugly nautral flowers because they are stubborn like she is. 

It is important to note that ‘natural’ ‘earthy’ flowers are associated with Bram in the novel.
7. (page 5) “Now I am rampant with memory. I don’t often indulge in this, or not so very often, anyway. Some people will tell you that the old live in the past – that’s nonsense”
Irony -  Hagar says that she doesn’t indulge in memory, that the idea that the elderly live in the past is nonsense, yet much of the book is based on her memories of the past. 
8. (page 6)“Let them talk. What do I care now what people say?”
The old Hagar seems to have some insight on herself and her situation. Most of her problems and the problems of her family spring directly from caring too much about what people would say. It appears that Hagar has learned too late to ignore what people say about her. Despite this insight, however, we see Hagar still cares too much about what people might say about her or think about her. This insight she has is empty. She is saying the words, but she doesn’t truly believe them.
9. (page 7) “He [Hagar’s father] was a self-made man”
Jason’s pride comes from the fact that he came from nothing and grew his wealth. He tries to instill this into his children. Hagar is proud of her father as well. She doesn’t see that he “made” himself at the cost of his family’s happiness. 
10. (page 9) “ ‘Have you no regard for my reputation?’ “
When Hagar sees an insect in the sultanas, she points it out when there is a customer at the store. Her father is enraged, not because his products are infested, but because Hagar may have damaged his reputation by pointing it out in front of people.
11. (page 9) “ I wouldn’t let him see me cry, I was so enraged . . . . ‘You’ve got backbone, I’ll give you that’”
Jason severely punishes Hagar and when she refuses to cry, he embraces her. He is proud of her strength and stubbornness. He loves her at that moment because he sees himself and his own pride in her. Her pride and stubbornness are the two traits that cause her so much heartbreak later in life.

12. (page 13) “I tried to shut my ears to it, and thought I had, yet years later, when I was rearing my two boys, I found myself saying the same words to them.”
Hagar turns after Jason. His pride, stubbornness and his concern with outward appearances are all alive and well in Hagar.
13. (page 16) “Father sat with modestly bowed head . . . could have shown them off so well, clapping”
Jason attends church on that day because he wants to hear his own name be read to the congregation as a reminder of how much money he donated to the church. He pretends to be modest in the way that he bows his head, but mutters to Hagar that he must have given one of the larger amounts of money because his name was read second. This shows his pride and his need for approval from society in order to fit in. Hagar’s actions echo his. She wants to clap for her father, not because she admires his donation, but because she wishes to show off the expensive gloves that she is wearing.
14. (page 17) “But her appearance wasn’t what would have decided father. Matt Dan and I always knew he could never have brought himself to marry his housekeeper”
Again we see how a concern about outward appearances has affected the lives of Jason and his family. He would not marry Doll, not because he didn’t want to, but because he couldn’t bear being gossiped about in the town for marrying a woman who was from a lower class than he was. It is fitting, then, that Hagar should marry Bram, who is from the same lower class as Doll (maybe even lower!).  
15. (page 18) “ I felt no pity for her nor for him.  I scorned them both – him, for walking here with her and speaking to her; her, because – well, simply because she was No-Name Lottie Drieser’s mother.”
Hagar feels scorn for her father for talking to Lottie’s mother, a woman who is low-class and has a reputation in the town for being improper. Jason (it seems) has tried to seduce the woman (far from the eyes of the town, it should be noted – Jason’s hypocrisy?) and has been rejected. Hagar also feels angry that a woman of such low class had the power to reject her powerful father.
16. (page 19)  “’Poor lass,’ he said . . . which was my father?”
When Lottie’s mother dies, Jason gives three responses to the news.  First he seems tender and sympathetic, then he gives the response a man of his class should give for a woman like Lottie’s mother, then he gives a pat response about the Lord’s will. Hagar sees the opposition in these three statements and wonders which one actually reflects her father. We see here that Jason’s mask has slipped and revealed a man who is not what he seems, despite the face he puts on in public. Hagar, like Jason, adopts the same veneer. Like Jason, Hagar is never able to say what she is really thinking because she is too concerned about what society might think of her. 
17. (page 19) “ When Matt was sixteen . . . with a half-breed”
Jason and Hagar view Matt as being weak, but the fact that Matt wishes to go on such a journey illustrates that he is not weak at all. Of course, he is prohibited from going not because Jason is concerned about his health, but because he is afraid to have his son associated with a ‘half breed’.
18. (page 25) “But all I could think of was that meek woman I’d never seen, the woman Dan was said to resemble so much and from whom he’d inherited a frailty I could not help but detest, however much a part of me wanted to sympathize. To play at being her – it was beyond me.”
Again, Hagar’s blindness. She views her mother as being weak and sickly, yet when asked to help Dan to his death, Hagar is unable to find the strength to do what needs to be done. Hagar is inwardly weak in a lot of ways. She hates to see weakness in people like her mother and in Dan, yet she is not strong in some of the most important ways.  (I often wonder how the fact that Hagar’s birth brought about her mother’s death affected her view on weakness. Rather than admit that she caused the death, Hagar must see her mother as weak and flawed – a form of self-preservation)
19. (page 28) “But they were an affront to the eyes, as well. I am less certain than I was that she did it entirely for their sake”
We see two things here – Hagar is offended by the appearance of the chicks. Their natural ugliness offends her because she is used to being surrounded by pleasant outward appearances. Lottie (being of lower class and probably used to dirt) is the only one who can deal with the problem. Lottie can only act out her frustration and rage on the helpless chicks. She feels power over something, which aids her ability to do what needs to be done.
20. (page 30) “Why could he have not at least found a woman who could speak properly?”
Hagar focuses on trivial things, such as speech, and not on all the other things that Doris and Marvin do for her. Poor speech is a sign (to Hagar) of low-class and uncivilized people. We see Hagar’s focus on speech many times throughout the book, especially with Bram. 
21. (page 30) I “want to take both her hands in mine and beg forgiveness, but if I did she’d believe me daft entirely, instead of only half so”
Pay attention to how many times this happens in the book – Hagar wishes she had done something that she doesn’t actually do. Ask yourself – how might have action on her part at these instances changed the course of the event? Her life? If she has asked Doris for forgiveness, perhaps Doris and Marvin may have understood her fear and her uncertainty.  Hagar is afraid to reach out to people in this way because she fears appearing weak.
22. (page 38) “Doris is very religious. She says it is a comfort. Her minister is plump and pink, and if he met John the Baptist in tatters in the desert, stuffing dead locusts into that parched mouth for food, and blazing New Kingdom out of those terrible eye sockets, he would faint. But so would I, likely.”
Again, the ‘natural’ world vs. the ‘civilized’ world. Hagar fears the uncivilized world that John the Baptist represents. It’s ironic that Bram was more ‘John the Baptist’ than ‘minister’.
23. (page 38) “My eyes are still quite strong”
Sight and vision motif/theme. Hagar believes her eyesight is still strong – and it may be – however, she is blind to the fact that she has caused so much suffering in her life for herself and for those around her. She is blind where it is important to see. 
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